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A. Background of Learning Activity  
The learning activity involves learning about MARCHING BAND. It will begin with 
students watching a performance. (ex. http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
8870506534356144071&q=marching+band )The project will include a detailed overview 
of a set standard rubric for marching band evaluation. The next step in this project the 
students will act as judges and evaluate various performance elements.  The student 
evaluation will include assigning a numerical adjudication evaluation of a total 
performance.   
 
B. Goals and Curriculum Fit  
 

WRITING STANDARDS 
3.B.3a  Produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas 
and information and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence. 
 
3.C.3a  Compose narrative, informative, and persuasive writings 
 
MUSIC STANDARDS 
25.A.3c  Music:  Identify and describe changes in elements and expressive qualities 
(e.g., crescendo, ritardando, fermata, meter, sforzando). 
 
25.B.4  Analyze and evaluate similar and distinctive characteristics of works in two or 
more of the arts that share the same historical period or societal context. 
 
26.A.4d Music:  Demonstrate the ability to read written notation for a vocal or 
instrumental part. 
 
26.B.5 Common for all four arts:  Create and perform a complex work of art using a 
variety of techniques, technologies and resources and independent decision making. 

 
C. Bloom’s Taxonomy  
 
Knowledge  
The student will be provided with criteria necessary to evaluate a performance.   View a 
variety of resources. Recall important information about presenting a quality 
performance. 
Comprehension  
Discuss and explain a rational evaluation of a show concept, individual and ensemble 
execution, and overall effect. 
 



Application  
The students are able to use background knowledge to interpret critical characteristics of 
marching shows. 
The students will be able to speak and write effectively using language appropriate to 
situation and audience.  
The student will make connection between assessment experience and their own 
performance.   
The student will integrate knowledge to generate and opinion about performance 
examples.   
 
Analysis  
They will break down musical/performance information make a case that will support 
their opinion.  The students are able to compare a set of marching band performances.  
 
Synthesis 
Anticipate ensemble readiness.  Formulate at least one suggestion for improvement. 
 
Evaluation 
The student will Judge performance examples and provide valid criteria to support their 
decision. The students are able to evaluate and rank a set of marching band performances.  
Student will make a decision, communicate their opinion, and defend their analysis of the 
performance. 
 
 
D. Essential Questions 
 
What is the major show concept? 
Does the show effectively draw attention? 
Does the show demonstrate imagination? 
Does the show elements work together to create a strong musical effect? 
What is good about a given production based on what is being presented? 
What are the major contrasts? 
Does it make you feel good or does it evoke emotion on the deeper side? 
What are the strengths of the show? 
What are the weaknesses of the show? 
Is the show well prepared and performed with excellence? 
What level of performance is the individual performer? 
What level of performance is the each of the ensemble choirs? 
 
E. Use of Assessments / Rubrics  
 
MUSIC GENERAL EFFECT 
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Visual General Effect 
Visual General Effect is the utilization of all elements to bring about maximum 
effectiveness of the visual representation of the musical performance. Understand that we 
evaluate what is being performed at the same time we are evaluating how it is being 
performed. 



The goal of this category is to decide which group collectively presents the most effective 
visual representation of the musical program. Which group has the best balance of: 
 

1. Effectiveness of the visual repertoire 
Effectiveness of the Visual Repertoire credits the effectiveness of 
the written representation of the musical program as presented by 
the performers. Considerations should be given to the following 
areas: 
• Creativity/Imagination: 
The art of designing and coordinating efforts and effects in order to 
create mood and flow to a specific show. A previously used idea 
presented in a new way is still creative/imaginative. 
• Coordination/Staging: 
All elements are involved and work together to create a strong 
effect. All sections are staged for effective communication. 
• Interpretation and enhancement of the music: 
The visual program presented portrays the meaning or mood of and 
heightens the effect of the music. 
• Use of audio-visual Blend/Balance/Focus Elements, when 
constructed, convey a synergistic and integrated program that 
responds to the mood and creative vision desired. 
• Continuity/Unity: 
The development, connection and evolution of planned events. 
• Appropriate use of Movement/Form/Color: 
The use of movement, form and formation, and color is 
interpretive and appropriate. The elements combine to heighten 
effect. 

 
2. Effectiveness of the visual performance 

Effectiveness of the Visual Performance credits the level at which 
the performers demonstrate their emotional involvement and 
understanding of the visual program. Consideration should be 
given to the following areas: 
• Communication of Roles: 
The performers display an understanding of their visual 
responsibilities, and convey a confident and stylistic approach to 
their character, (musician, dancer, actor.) 
•Emotion: 
Performers demonstrate a level of believability with passion that 
generates program effectiveness unattainable through repertoire 
alone. 
• Professionalism: 
The ability of the performers to exhibit confidence, understanding, 
and a high level of excellence. 
• Artistry: 



The aesthetic visual elements such as form, movement, control, 
pace, and nuance combine to create or heighten the effect of the 
program. 
• Involvement: 
The performers display an attachment: performer to performer, 
performer to audience, in respect to the expressive qualities 
inherent to the program. 
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Visual Performance Ensemble 

The purpose of evaluation is to determine the most technically proficient 
marching group from the vantage point of the audience. The evaluation is 
composed of excellence identification, balanced with the judgment of technical 
demand, and the exposure to that demand on the ensemble, with the consideration 
of content and construction. The effectiveness of the Performance is not to be 
considered. We must take great care that we react as an analyst while judging 
marching performance ensemble. We want to judge how well the performers do 
what it is they are attempting to do from this vantage point; not how effective 
what they are doing is to the audience. 
 

Quality of Technique 
Quality of Technique deals with the quality of body 
carriage/control, equipment, usage/technical accuracy, and the 
ability of the ensemble to project those elements of the chosen 
style. 
Accuracy and Definition 
Accuracy and Definition considers the ability of a group to 
maintain overall clarity and accuracy while changing or 
maintaining primary, secondary, tertiary, etc. focal points. Student 
to student form relations should be evaluated, as well as the timing 
and continuity of the entire visual presentation. 
Visual Artistry 
Visual Artistry is a discussion and analysis of the breadth and 
depth of the student portrayal of a program, not the effect. This is 
not a question of quantity of material and presentation, but a 
question of care, refinement and details used by the design team on 
the arrangement of the program. 
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F. Addressing student conceptual readiness  
 



The students will have established some background knowledge of marching band 
through shared and modeled videos found on the internet and personal video. 
 
The students will have studied marching band, will be familiar with the essential concepts 
of a marching band, evaluation criteria, and be aware of a variety of standards in the art 
form. 
 
The students will have worked with a variety of evaluation strategies, including critical 
thinking skills, which have prepared them for evaluating and synthesizing information. 

 
 
G. Addressing student technical skill level and Internet literacy  
 
The Student will be instructed in copyright laws regarding recording and using sources 
found in technology. 
 
H. Addressing the Adapting and Transforming Levels of Use of Technology  
 
This is adapting level, because the students will not be directly using technology for this 
project. 
 
I. Learning Activity  
 
The Unit plan is to effectively and thoroughly learn about marching band as an art form 
and performance ensemble within IHSA standards.  
 
There will be a significant amount of learning of detailed performance evaluation tools.  
The students will be given checklists, rubrics, and practice adjudication opportunities.   
The learning process will be a series of lessons in each of the large ideas; General 
Effect/Show Concept, Performance.  Each of these large ideas will be broken down into a 
set of specific rubrics that will the assessment tools.  
 
The student learning process will include an understanding of terminology, written 
evaluation opportunities, application of principles and concepts, and the final product will 
result in a better performance. 
 
 
J. Student Product  
 
The student will have a set of completed rubrics and assessment tools that will result in a 
higher level of understanding and presentation in the marching band.  The level of 
learning will transform through the unit as the students are able to apply, observe, and 
communicate.   
 



The overall goal of this unit will be individual and ensemble learning of the art form.  
The final product allows for student written communication (adjudication sheets & 
evaluation forms), many higher levels of thinking skills & student application. 
 
 
 “This learning activity was developed as part of the requirements for the Aurora 
University / District U-46 graduate credit course Online Resources to Enhance Learning: 
OEDP-6044, SUMMER 2006, under the guidance of instructor Richard Levine”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marching Band Adjudicator’s Comment Sheet 

MARCHING & MANEUVERING 
School: 
 
REPERTOIRE    WRITE AT LEAST 3 COMMENTS  
____Variety in Drill/Staging 
____Variety in Movement & Dance 
____Interpretation of Music 
____Utilization of Time and Space 
____Complexity of Drill/Staging 
____Difficulty of Drill/Staging 
____Effectiveness of Drill/Staging 
____Exposure to Error 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
ACCURACY 
AND DEFINITION    WRITE AT LEAST 3 COMMENTS  
____Starts and Stops 
____Transitions and pathways 
____Adherence to style 
____Interval and distance 
____Cover and dress 
____Body Orientation 
____Horn Orientation 
____Precision and Consistency 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
FUNDAMENTALS    WRITE AT LEAST 3 COMMENTS  
____Consistency of Mark Time 
____Control of Step Size 
____Out of Step/Phasing 
____Moving at Halt 
____Feet at Halt 
____Anticipation 
____Hesitation 
____Body Centering 
____Posture, Alignment & Bearing 
____Initiation of Movement 
____Individual General Appearance 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
TOTAL SCORE-___ 

A + or – by the subdivisions, which mean they are noticeably good or noticeably needing improvement as related to the 
letter grade 
 
 



 

Marching Band Adjudicator’s Comment Sheet 

VISUAL PERFORMANCE 
School: 
 
 
 

Visual Performance  
Accuracy and Definition   WRITE AT LEAST 3 COMMENTS  
____Alignment and Spacing 
____Breaks and Turns 
____Equipment/Control 
____Form Control 
____Tempo/Pulse Control 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quality of Technique   WRITE AT LEAST 3 COMMENTS  
 
____Body Carriage and Articulation 
____Poise, Individual Control 
____Recovery 
____Style/Idiomatic Interpretation 
____Understanding of Roles 
____Uniformity of Method/Style 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL SCORE-___ 
A + or – by the subdivisions, which mean they are noticeably good or noticeably needing improvement as related to the 
letter grade 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Marching Band Adjudicator’s Comment Sheet 

MUSIC GENERAL EFFECT 
School: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effectiveness of the Musical Repertoire  
 
____ Creativity/Imagination 
____ Coordination/Staging 
____ Appropriate Range of Expressions 
____ Continuity/Unity 
____ Contribution for Enrichment/Enhancement of 
All Elements 
 
(Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
Effectiveness of the Musical Performance  
____ Communication of Musical Intent. 
____ Emotion. 
____ Professionalism 
____ Artistry 
____ Involvement 
 (Circle One) 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL SCORE-___ 
A + or – by the subdivisions, which mean they are noticeably good or noticeably needing improvement as related to the 
letter grade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Self-Evaluation  

UNDERSTANDING A MARCHING BAND 

 
 
 
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATEGORY  2 Points  1 Point  0 Points  

LEARNING 
ACTIVITY  

The student has evaluated 
3 performances.  

The student has evaluated 
2 performances.  

The student has evaluated 
1-0 performances.  

WRITTEN 
COMMENTS  

Written work is complete 
and uses terminology and 
concepts from MB 
evaluation rubrics.  

Written is work complete, 
but does not use 
terminology and concepts 
from MB evaluation 
rubrics.  

Written work is not 
complete or does not show 
an understanding of the 
learning activity.  

REFLECTION 
EVALUATION  

The student has 
completed reflection 
evaluation and uses 
terminology and concepts 
from MB evaluation 
rubrics.  

The student has 
completed reflection 
evaluation, but does not 
use terminology and 
concepts from MB 
evaluation rubrics.  

The reflection evaluation 
work is not complete or 
does not show an 
understanding of the 
learning activity.  

STUDENT 
APPLICATION 

The student demonstrates 
an understanding of many 
of the marching band 
standards described. 

The student demonstrates 
an understanding of some 
of the marching band 
standards described. 

Very little application of the 
learning project is realized. 

 

TOTAL SCORE-___ 
 
 



 
 
 
 


